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forces against the Turks. In this he was so far successful
that in November a combined attack was made upon Ismael,
the old enemy of Ali, and three other Pachas, shut up in the
town of Arta. This attack succeeded partially ; but it was
attempted at a moment dramatically critical, and with an
effect ruinous to the whole campaign as well as that particular
attack, The assailing party, about 3400 men, were composed
in the proportion of two Christians to one Mohammedan.
They had captured one half of the town ; and, Mark Bozzaris
having set this on fire to prevent plundering, the four Pachas
were on the point of retreating under cover of the smoke,
At that moment arrived a Mohammedan of note, instigated
by Kourshid, who was able to persuade those of his own
faith that the Christians were not fighting with any sincere
views of advantage to Ali, but with ulterior purposes hostile
to Mohammedanism itself. On this, the Christian division
of the army found themselves obliged to retire without noise,
in order to escape their own allies, now suddenly united with
the four Pachas. Nor, perhaps, would even this evasion have
been effected, but for the precaution of Mark Bozzaris in
taking hostages from two leading Mohammedans. Thus failed
the last diversion in favour of Ali Pacha j who was hence-
forward left to his own immediate resources. All the Moham-
medan tribes now ranged themselves on the side of Kourshid ;
and the winter of 1821-2 passed away without further dis-
turbance in Epirus.

Meantime, during the absence of Kourshid Pacha from
the Morea, the opportunity had not been lost for raising the
insurrection in that important part of Greece, Kourshid
had evacuated the province early in January 1821 ; and
already in February symptoms of the coming troubles
appeared at Patrass, " the most flourishing and populous
city of the Peloponnesus, the emporium of its trade, and
residence of the foreign consuls and merchants." Its popula-
tion was about 18,000, of which number two-thirds were
Christian. In March, when rumours had arrived of the
insurrection beyond the Danube under Alexander Ypsilanti,
the fermentation became universal; and the Turks of Patrass
hastily prepared for defence. By the 25th, the Greeks had
purchased all the powder and lead which could be had, and